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Disclosure 

 RxFiles Academic Detailing  

– Receives grant from Saskatchewan Health 

through Saskatoon Health Region to provide 

academic detailing in Saskatchewan 
– Government funding – arm’s length  

– Receives revenue from sale of book, app, and 

website subscriptions from outside 

Saskatchewan  
 Not for profit, not for loss 

 

– No industry funding 



My life in a 

nutshell… 



What’s an RxFiles Chart? 

 



What’s an RxFiles Chart? 

Brace yourself… 



Generic drug names 

Trade names 

Symbols to indicate considerations such as kidney health 

Common doses 

Drug cost 

Symbols to indicate pregnancy and breastfeeding considerations 

Symbol indicates that a medication is scored and can be split 

Effects of the drug (good and bad) 

Drug interactions 

Many other bits… 



 

Pregnancy 
& Lactation 
Categories 

Drug 
names, 
forms, 

strengths, 
coverage 

Comparative 
adverse 
events.  



 

Advantages & 
Disadvantages

. 

Dose & Cost 
Information 



 

 A flip through the book…  

 

 

From “overwhelming” to  

“this is gold” 



Why the Effort?  





 



Some Advantages of the Charts  

as a Point of Care Tool 

Used commonly in clinician’s offices, 
every day! 

Has become a part of teaching for 
medicine, pharmacy, nurse 
practitioners, IMGs! 

Detail respected by specialists  

Easily able to present various topics 
at rounds & conferences 



Clinician’s Survey 

 n=99 2015 
– 90 % charts “very useful” 
– 86% use in making prescribing choices 

Recurrent Themes 

several noted 
that they use the 
information every 
day or several 
times a day 

 

comparative cost 
of information 
highly valued 

information 

 

use for teaching, 
both professional 
and patient 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

Newsletter/Q&A Charts Website Geri-RxFiles App

not useful somewhat useful useful quite useful very useful



Detailer’s Survey 

Advantage: 

– “Instant respect” 

Gives credibility & perceived value 

– “So thankful” 

–Reinforce messages 

–Balanced - therapeutic focus 

–Empowers the detailer 



Detailer’s Survey 

 Disadvantage 

 

– Font too small 

– Not enough background information to be a 
stand-alone learning tool 

– Need to spend a bit of time with 1 or 2 before 
the rest come alive 

 

Recent email from student: “charts were banned from the 
practice lab because it has all the answers.” 



Leveraging Work 

The detailing feeds into the charts, 
which then feed back into great 
experiences detailing! 

 

Who does all this? 

–For clinicians, the RxFiles Academic 
Detailing Service is known for value 
added rather than cost burden. 



It’s all in the detail! 
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RxFiles Plus App 

 (Apple & Android) 



Coming at the Coming at the 

end of October 2013end of October 2013

May 2014Nov 2015 
2nd Edition 



Quotes from Physicians  

 I like that it summarizes relevant information & provides an overview  

 Research evidence based approach to discussing benefits of statins 
vs risks  

 Selecting appropriate therapy; costs of medication; efficacy/trial data 
cost of meds, dosage formulations  

 Dosing for renal impairment  

 Able to compare drugs to make best choice for the patient. Makes it 
easy to look up possible side effects the patient is experiencing, 
information about how to taper or switch meds. 

 Easy reference to pregnancy/lactation/renal considerations often; 
reviewing most common side effects with patients, cost comparisons  

  I use it daily for drug choices, pricing, guidelines  

  Antibiotic selection use of anticholinergics in incontinence etc. I use 
the 
 RxFiles several times a week even if only to confirm what I am doing  

 I use the book or charts every day to make decisions  

 I can compare different antibiotic choices for infections  

 I consult your book for almost every drug/condition  

 Starting doses, maximum doses, cost comparison, etc., etc.  

 Adherence to guidelines  

 Comparing trials  


